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LOCAL MARKETS TO DOUBLE FOOD STAMP DOLLARS 
 
A grant from the Alaska Division of Agriculture, Alaska Division of Public Assistance, Alaska Division of Public Health, 
and UAF Cooperative Extension Service will enable the Downtown Market and school farm stands of Calypso Farm 
& Ecology Center to double the purchasing value of QUEST benefits, commonly known as food stamps, for 
customers this summer until funds are exhausted.  
 
“With over 2,500 Fairbanks area residents on food stamps, there is definitely a tangible need to be met,” said Kyla 
Byers, Farmers Market Quest Card Program Coordinator for the Division of Agriculture.  
 
In effect, a customer using a QUEST card through this program will receive twice the amount of fresh, local produce 
than they would have otherwise purchased in an effort to make healthy, local foods more accessible to low income 
Alaskans and to increase sales for Alaska farmers and small businesses, as stated in the grant application. Match 
funds are capped at $20/person ($40 in value), per day at each market. The program is available until funds run out.  
 
QUEST and WIC customers may take advantage of the match dollar program at school garden stands operated by 
Calypso Farm & Ecology Center on weeknights. The school gardens are an educational initiative of Calypso Farm & 
Ecology Center, and will be open from 4:00-6:00PM at Pearl Creek Elementary on Mondays, at Chinook Charter 
School on Tuesdays, at Randy Smith Middle School on Wednesdays, and at Hunter Elementary School on 
Thursdays.  Calypso also operates a farm stand at Ester Market on Thursdays from 4:00-7:00PM and is a vendor at 
the Downtown Market.  

“Doubling QUEST at the Downtown Market and doubling QUEST and WIC at the school garden stands not only 
supports local agriculture but also is a effective and impactful way to increase access to fresh, local food to those 
who might not otherwise have access,” said Susan Willsrud, Farm Director of Calypso Farm and Ecology Center.  “I 
applaud the Downtown Association for their forward-thinking efforts and thank the Division of Agriculture for their 
dedication to Alaskan farmers and low-income families.” 

QUEST customers may take advantage of the match dollar program at the Downtown Market on Mondays from 4:00-
8:00PM in Golden Heart Plaza from June 3rd-September 16th. All growers at the Downtown Market will sell through 
the match dollar program using a wooden token system that restricts the use of these funds to eligible items.  
 
The greater downtown area lies within Census Tract 1, which has a higher poverty rate (19.4%) than any other 
census tract in the Borough. Median household income in this tract was the lowest in the Borough in 2000, at 
$25,901. 


