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PUBLIC ART TO REVAMP VACANT WINDOWS 
 

 
By the end of the summer, a series of vacant spaces in downtown Fairbanks will have a whole new 

look. The Window Project is the second public art project in the multi-year initiative titled Art in the Heart, and follows 
on the heels of last year’s popular Paint the Pipes project. 
 

The Window Project aims to activate vacant spaces in downtown Fairbanks through the sudden appearance 
of public art. Empty office and retail spaces that have long stood vacant in the downtown area blend into the 
background and prove difficult to fill with new tenants. The long absence of a business makes it hard for potential 
tenants to imagine productive uses for the space, and even harder for landlords or property owners to present the 
opportunity in a new light. 
 

The project will usher vacant spaces to the forefront of public discourse. Digital artwork will be printed on 
colorful vinyl wraps and plastered across the ground floor exterior windows of approximately a dozen vacant spaces 
by September.  

 
One artist will be assigned to illustrate the windows of each vacant property or space. All artwork will be 

centered on the theme of EDGE, a word that can be both abstract and literal with multiple definitions. The Public Art 
Committee felt EDGE could prompt compelling visual illustrations and variety within the project scope.  
 

This public art project will prompt notice of spaces that are available to rent in downtown Fairbanks while 
doubling as an art exhibit making productive use of an inactive urban canvas. The project’s installations will be open 
and accessible to all. A sister component of the project comes in the form of downtownprospector.com, a new vacant 
space database launched in partnership with Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation. 

 
“This has a social impact, if you accept the premise that a vibrant downtown is good for a community,” says 

David van den Berg, Executive Director of the Downtown Association of Fairbanks. “Public art gives residents a 
reason to go downtown, changes perceptions, and demonstrates investment.” 

 
The project commences with a call for art, with submissions accepted by area artists until July 31st, 2013. 

Interested parties should visit downtownfairbanks.com to review project details and apply through an online form. 
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